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RECORD OF CONVERSATION
DATE: 08/14/2002
CALL ORIGINATOR: Carolyn Thompson, SAM
CALL RECEIVER: Kirk Milam, Director of Public Works, City of Rome
SUBJECT: Historic Channeling of Horseleg Creek

CALL SUMMARY:

Mr. Milam has been with the City for 17 years. He recalls periodic channeling in Horseleg
Creek, but no major one-time event. He stated that the Corps of Engineers was concerned with
flood damage prevention on Horseleg Creek and were commissioned to do a study in 1977
pursuant to funds secured by politician Larry McDonald. The study was published in 1980
(approx. 55 pages). The Cost Benefit Analysis in the study showed that the channeling was not a
good solution.

Mr. Milam also said that the periodic channeling may have also removed soils from the
bottom of the creek, but the major effort was on to remove vegetation on the sides, resulting in
widening of the creek at points. He said they stopped doing that close to 15 years ago.

He mentioned that a few property owners may have built the banks back up and may have
brought in fill material to cover native soils. So in some instances, he said, if one were to sample
the banks, one might not even encounter native soils. But, he cautioned, that was only in a few
instances along the creek.

Regarding the ditch next to Sams/Walmart: He remembers a lot of excavation which
occurred at the site, but at the time he didn’t connect it to contamination, but rather to making the
property buildable. He doesn’t know what they did with the soil. He did say that the
Sams/Walmart property was substantially built up to a higher elevation than Redmond Circle and
some filling and alteration of the ditch leading from the GE wetland area parallel to Redmond
Circle may have occurred. He also cited that Redmond Circle was widened, which could have
caused alteration to the original ditch.

His office has records on Walmart’s stormwater permitting process (early 1990's). Two
detention ponds were put in on the Walmart property; one close to Redmond Circle and one on
the northwest portion of the Walmart lot. He noted that if any re-routing of the ditch occurred, it
would have been on the northern end of the ditch as it comes south of the railroad, not down
close to Shorter Avenue.
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